
Reaching Heights 

A Newsletter of Heights Christian Church 
VOLUME 30, NO. 1 January, 2018 

Beat the Winter Blahs with Worship at HCC 
 
 January 7 Epiphany  Giving Gifts   Matthew: 2:1-12 
 
 January 14 MLK Sunday     Rev. Kristine Eggert preaching    
 
 January 21 How Has Jesus Called Us?       Mark 1:14-20 
 
 January 28 What Are We Called To? 

         The cast of “Godspell” will join us in  
          worship for a special presentation 

The Topic Study Resumes its Exploration of the Living the Questions 2 DVD Series  

January 7: Restoring Relationships  There are three Biblical “macro-stories” that shape the whole of the 
Biblical narrative: Bondage and Liberation, Exile and Return, Sin and Forgiveness. Each representing a 
different facet of the human condition, they demonstrate what is necessary for the restoration of 
relationships on a variety of levels.  

January 14: The Prophetic Jesu   Jesus was a troublemaker. He said and did things that were upsetting 
to agents of the political and religious domination systems that oppressed the weak and downtrodden. 
In this way, Jesus stood firmly in the tradition of the prophets of Hebrew Scripture – those who offered 
a clear and challenging “alternative script” to the status quo. 

January 21:  Evil, Suffering, & a God of Love  If God is all-powerful, all-loving, and all-good, how do you 
explain and respond to the existence of so much suffering and evil in the world?  

Adult Bible Study to Return 

Pastor Roger will be leading the Sunday morning adult Bible study for the next few weeks beginning 
January 7th.  The subject will be the life and message of the apostle Paul based on the book The Call by 
Adam Hamilton.  There is no need to purchase the book, but if you’d like to it is available in print or on 
Kindle from Amazon. 

Happy New Year!   

Mark Your Calendars 

Pull out your recipes, warm up your soup pots, and get ready for 
a Chili Cook off on Sunday, January 28th at HCC. 
This will take place after worship with prizes and other 
activities.  More details will follow via email and bulletin inserts. 



BECAUSE YOU CARE 
Illness - Surgery - Hospitalization 

 Florence Chase Liz Perdue  Paul/Shirley Hummel Bernadette LaGuardia 
 Elizabeth Newman Ray Everett Grace Loudenstein Shirley Reading 
 Ratt Ford C.D./Lois Clark Mehring family Bob Schneider 
 Lisa Peabody Elizabeth Newman Natalie Eichar Patty Monroe 
 Henry Sharpley Joe Feudi  “Cas” Castleberry Alma G. Jones 
 Nancy Wilson Barbara Tolley Sidney Mallory, Jr. Merle Passell 
 Peggy Yeager Kese Webb 

 The bitter cold weather that we are currently experiencing makes me simply want 
 to stay home these days wrapped in a blanket with a fire in the fireplace and 
 sipping on hot chocolate.  Of course there is too much to be done for that to 
 happen more often than very rarely, but there is certainly value in that desire to 
 retreat not just from the cold, but also from the busy-ness of our day-to-day lives. 

 We know that Jesus (as well as many other great religious teachers) took time 
 away to reconnect to God and to their spiritual selves.  These meditative, 
 contemplative, prayerful times were important to them and are necessary if we 
 are going to do more than merely skate along the edge of the deep spiritual 
 connections that are available to us. 

There are many ways to make this kind of connection and I am convinced that there is no one size fits all 
solution.  Some particular kind of practice may work best for you or it might be a variety of practices that help 
you to find your way closer to God. 

The key, of course, is to set some time aside and try something: prayer, meditation, contemplation, yoga, 
journaling, scripture reading, whatever works for you.  And now is a good time to start (or restart) while the days 
are cold and the nights are longer.  You can even start with a blanket and a fire (if you have a fireplace).  Hot 
chocolate is optional. 

Caroling at Campbell Court—December 17, 2017 



Prepare Ye the Way for…GODSPELL!  

We are busy getting our production of Godspell (A Musical Based Upon the 
Gospel According to St. Matthew)  ready for our February 9-11 performances. We are so 
thrilled that our cast (ages 14-20 years, from Cleveland Heights and Shaker Heights) con-
tinues to build community and friendships as they meet to practice their lines, blocking 
and songs. We are getting ready to build the stage and set, gathering costumes pieces 
and props, and putting our band together. We hope you will be amazed and inspired by 
what we have managed to accomplish!  

If you want to support our production, there are several different ways to do so:  

 Mark your calendars for February 9-11 and plan to see the show! We will hold performances at 7:30 pm on 
Friday, 3:00 and 7:30 pm on Saturday and 3:00 on Sunday. Invite a friend to join you - it will definitely be a 
good time!  

 Help us collect the following items for our costumes and props:  small flashlights, broom, champagne pop-
per, ribbon streamers, siren whistle, styrofoam, cowbell, hats or shirts or scarves in any of the following col-
ors: blue, red, green, yellow, orange, brown, white, black, purple, pink. Most items will need to be perma-
nent donations. (A few may be able to be returned.)  

 Help us sell program ads! You can buy one (or two!) yourself, or ask friends, neighbors, co-workers or local 
businesses to purchase an ad in our program book. They will be helping out a new community endeavor 
while advertising their business! Prices are as follows:  

“Shout-Out” (one line, no formatting or graphics) ……………….$10.00 

For ads - please submit camera-ready and ready to print: 

 QUARTER PAGE (business card size) ……………………………..$25.00 (2 ½ h x 4 ¾) 

 HALF PAGE…………………………………………………………..$50.00 (3 ¾ h x 4 ¾) 

 FULL PAGE……………………………………………………………$75.00 (7 ¾ h x 4 ¾) 

For more information on any of the above, please contact Kate Gillooly. Thank you for the opportunity to 
offer a drama ministry here at HCC. 

RenewalWorks is coming our way!  

Mark your calendars for January 28, which will be our kick-off date for the Spiritual Life Inventory, which 
everyone at HCC will be encouraged to complete. This survey of individual spirituality will give us valuable in-
formation regarding the needs and interests of our members and help us plan effective programs and new di-
rections. Our goal of congregational spiritual vitality can only be accomplished through supporting the spiritual 
growth of our individuals. We need to hear from you about what is important to you and what will help you 
continue to deepen your relationship with God. RenewalWorks will work with us each step of the way, provid-
ing guidance and support for our Workshop Team. Our Workshop Team will consider “Where Have We Been?” 
“Where are We Now?” “Where Do We Feel Called to Go?” and “How Will We Get There?” They will work 
through the compilation of the inventory results, consider HCC’s past, present and future, and present a report 
to the congregation in the spring. Please pray for our Workshop Team and our church’s spiritual health, and be 
ready to complete the Spiritual Life Inventory when it arrives in January. See Kate Gillooly for more informa-
tion.  

Kate’s Cogitations ...  



SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

 11:00 a.m. Coffee Fellowship 

(Nursery & Preschool care provided) 

STAFF 
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The HCC Thrift Shop is Having Another Sale! 

The HCC Thrift Shop holiday sale was a huge success, and now the Shop is having a real sale.  All holiday 
decorations are 50% off through January, as are winter coats and sweaters.  So come and take a look.  The 
merchandise is always changing and you're sure to find a treasure to take home!  And remember, all sales go to 
further the mission of the CWF and Heights Christian Church.  In 2017 more than $5000.00 was raised through 
the Thrift Shop—that's thanks to your donations of goods and to the volunteers who donate their time. 

As a reminder, the Thrift Shop is now open three days—Thursday from 10 AM to 1 PM and Friday and 
Saturday from 10 AM to 5 PM.  And we’re open an 
occasional Sunday after church—look for announcements 
as to when this happens. 

Many thanks to all the volunteers who continue to keep 
the shop running.  Of course, more volunteers are always 
needed in the Thrift Shop on Thursdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays to help put out and organize merchandise and to 
assist customers.  If you have a few hours, please consider 
helping out with this worthwhile and fun (very fun) mission.  

And, donations are always accepted, including clothing, 
jewelry, shoes, household goods, books, puzzles and games.  
Holiday decorations are also needed.  Christmas 
decorations flew off the shelves, and more are needed.  
Check through your decorations as you put away your Christmas things, and consider giving extras to the Thrift 
Shop.  Remember—the more things you donate the more room you have for new stuff!!  Clothing must be in 
good condition and clean.  Household goods must also be in good condition and clean.  There is a special need 
now for good costume jewelry and spring/summer clothes.  However, any donations are appreciated. 

Tasting Party—December 3, 2017 


