Reaching Heights
A Newsletter of Heights Christian Church
December, 2017

VOLUME 29, NO. 12

Home for the Holidays at HCC
Dec 3
1st Sunday of Advent – “Keep Awake” – Mark 13:24-37
This year we’ll kick off the Advent season with a Tasting Party following morning worship in the
Campbell Room. Everyone is asked to bring your favorite finger food to share with our HCC
family, friends and guests. There will also be two opportunities to shop and do good. The HCC
Thrift Shop will be open so that you can look for holiday decorations and that perfect Christmas
present. And IRTF (the Inter Religious Task Force) will bring their Fair Trade Sale to the Campbell Room.
Dec 10
2nd Sunday of Advent – “What Shall I Cry?” – Isaiah 40:1-11
11:30 am Adult Advent Study—Mark and Matthew - Two extremes
Dec 17
3rd Sunday of Advent – “Bringing Good News” – Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
11:30 am Adult Advent Study—Luke and John - Familiar and Modern
5:00 pm Christmas Caroling at Campbell Court—Come be a part of this intergenerational
event as we package fruit baskets and then travel to Campbell Court to carol and visit with the
residents there. Each family is asked to bring one bag of fruit (10-12 pieces). Please select
according to your last name. (A-H: red apples, I-P: green apples or pears, Q-Z: oranges).
A light dinner will be provided by Pastor Roger and Debbie and we will enjoy punch and cookies
afterward. We are also asking for contributions of 1 dozen holiday cookies from anyone who could
contribute. A wonderful way to share the Christmas spirit of love. Come, join the fun!
Dec 19
Tidings of Comfort Service (Tuesday - 7:30 pm)
The holidays may not be an easy for people facing difficulties or grief. This year HCC will offer a “Tidings
of Comfort” service especially for people who are having a difficult time facing cultural expectations that
Christmas is a time of unbounded joy. A simple service of scripture, readings, prayers, and music will help
us focus on God’s comfort and presence in the midst of life’s challenges and losses. This service is open to
the community. Plan to attend and invite a friend. You’ll be glad you did.
Dec 24
4th Sunday of Advent – “Let It Be” – Luke 1:26-38
No Adult Study
Dec 24
7:15 pm - Christmas Eve Worship
Our traditional Christmas Eve candlelight service beginning with musical selections by our band
and choir. We will prepare our hearts for the birth of the Savior. Come be a part of the
celebration in song, word and prayer.
Advent Study
During Advent our Second Hour study will combine our Topic Study and Bible Study by exploring how
each Gospel writer observes the Christmas event. Some Gospel accounts are sparse in detail, others
provide long narratives - each suggests the aim of the author in telling you what they consider most
important about the story of the Incarnation. Join us as we explore how these stories help us discover
anew the meaning of Jesus’ birth into the world.

I just got a new book from Amazon. It’s called, “All I Really Want: Readings for a Modern
Christmas.” It’s an Advent devotional, but not the kind the church buys to have available for
the congregation. After all the cover price is $15.99 ($10.70 at Amazon) and that’s a little
too much for the church to cover.
But I heard about this book through the Salt Project, a group of young clergy who create
great videos and art, and write some really insightful things. They’ve created several
customizable videos that we’ve used on our website (and if you haven’t seen the newest
one go to www.heightscc.org and watch it – yes, go ahead and do it now!).
Here’s what they said about the book [and its author] that caught my attention. “Quinn’s writing leaves us
laughing, crying, feeling challenged, and spiritually fed. He balances sweet stories with seasonally appropriate
snark and infuses it all with rich theology. The readings are small morsels designed to be snacked upon twice
daily to help remind us of the true reason for the season.”
Something about that description got me to go online and order the book, and when I received it I read
through the introduction where he writes:
The Christmas season is a time when churchgoers and non-churchgoers alike tend to experience strong
spiritual longings. Whatever the longing looks like on the outside, for most of us, deep down it’s a longing
for an experience of something holy, something beautiful. Something like God. So although this book is
here to add things to your to-do list, not to take them away, I hope that the doing of them will create
room – maybe just enough room – for God to show up. I don’t know about you, but this year, that’s all I
really want.
I believe that we all experience “strong spiritual longings” and often these are intensified at certain times of
the year or in certain seasons of our lives.
I don’t know that I have ever made it through a whole Advent devotional, but this year I’m really going to try.
And I’m looking forward to all of our Advent and Christmas activities: worship, service projects like Crafty Kids
Care, caroling at Campbell Court. Because I too am longing to have God show up, not just for me, but for all of us.
And that’s all I really want.

“Our Daily Bread” daily devotional
The holy days, the holidays, and then the horrible days are soon upon us. Put Our Daily Bread in your daily diet
and feel refreshed, replenished and rewarded for your few moments of God’s time. Devotionals are available in
the Narthex and Campbell Room baskets. - Nancy Hayward
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Advent Devotionals
You have two choices for Advent devotionals again this year. They will be available in the sanctuary and
Campbell Room. Choose one (of both) and deepen your Advent season.
Advent in Full Color, created by The Salt Project, is a modern and theologically rich devotional coloring book
that evoke the season’s deeper meanings and mysteries, pairing beautifully with devotional poems, meditations, and practices.
Seeing a Different World offers daily meditations and prayers centered around four week-long themes:
New Hope, New Peace, New Joy, and New Love. It is published by Chalice Press.

Holiday Gift Cards
Looking for something light, small and easy to mail? Something always appreciated by the recipient? How
about some gift cards?
Did you know that many members use gift cards for Heinen’s, Giant Eagle and Dave’s when they shop for
groceries each week?
Did you know that the sale of gift cards supports our church budget?
Did you know that some of the top cards that generate income for the church are Macy’s, Texas
Roadhouse, Boston Market, Outback Steakhouse and Red Lobster?
Did you know that Panera Bread cards are always handy to have in your pocket, as are Arby’s, Wendy’s and
Subway cards?
Did you know we have cards for Target, Walgreens and CVS?
Gift cards are for sale each Sunday after worship, and in the church office during the week. Payment is
accepted by cash or check only.
So grab a cup of coffee at Starbucks, head over to Macy’s, pick up a quick supper at Bob Evans and swing
through Walgreens for a bottle of aspirin, and take care of that holiday shopping while helping your
church!! Thanks!!

Recent Happenings
In and around HCC

On Sunday, November 12, Rev.
Osgood talked about giving and we
experimented with what would
happen when some people were
given (play) money and others
weren’t. The instructions were to
give it away It felt good.

Thanksgiving at Campbell Court
This is the third year Heights Christian Church has provided
Thanksgiving dinner to residents of Campbell Court who are not with
their families.
Many thanks to Valencia Reeves and Ed Hill for organizing and to
Larry
Watson,
Rosalind
Powell,
Eileen
Vizcaino,
Nancy
Hayward
and Susan
Piper for
helping to
serve!

The Thrift Shop is Open!
As you probably know, the HCC Thrift Shop opened on September 28, and the
opening was grand! The shop has been cleaned and painted, the racks and shelving
reorganized and filled with wonderful new merchandise. The new Thrift Shop has
raised more than $2000.00 so far—all used by the CWF to fund missions of Heights
Christian Church. If you haven’t yet been down to see the new shop, make time to
stop in and take a look. You may find a treasure to take home for you or for
someone you know.
The Thrift Shop is now open three days—Thursday from 10 AM to 1 PM and
Friday and Saturday from 10 AM to 5 PM.
Many thanks to all the volunteers who helped reorganize and restock the shop,
and to the volunteers who help keep the shop running. And special thanks to the volunteers who have been
working at the store for so many years and helped with the change from the Elegant Flea to the HCC Thrift
Shop. Of course, more volunteers are always needed to in the Thrift Shop on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays
to help with merchandise and to assist customers. If you have a few hours, please consider helping out with
this worthwhile and fun (very fun) mission.
And, donations are always accepted, including clothing, jewelry, shoes, household goods, books, puzzles and
games. Holiday decorations are also needed. Clothing must be in good condition and clean. Household goods
must also be in good condition and clean. There is a special need now for good costume jewelry and clothes
hangers/skirt hangers (not wire hangers).

Kate’s Cogitations ..

The fields of Congregational Development and Christian Formation have
significant overlap and a real synergy exists between them. Much of the
recent research into the vitality of congregations shows a healthy spirituality in congregations and their
members. Being formed in the Word and traditions of the church leads people to move out and share the Good
News with others. Simply doing good works without a grounding in purpose and God’s call leads to empty busyness instead of vibrant ministry.
RenewalWorks is a program based on research with hundreds of congregations in several different
denominations. It helps leaders examine what is going well in adult spiritual formation and make plans for what
needs to happen next to strengthen the congregation’s ability to nurture its members. It adapts 10 years of
research that has uncovered key characteristics of
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flourishing congregations. Through guided self17300 Van Aken Blvd.
reflection, sharing and workshop discussion,
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RenewalWorks challenges congregations to refocus on
spiritual growth and to identify ways that God is calling
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them to grow.
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