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November is Stewardship Month
November 5
All Saints Sunday—“You’re Invited”
Luke 14:16-24
HCC has traditionally celebrated the lives of Christians who have passed from this life to the next on
the first Sunday in November. During the 10 a.m. worship, we will remember with thanksgiving the life of
HCC members who have died in the last year.
In addition, we extend the opportunity to remember anyone in your family who has passed away since
last fall. Please email (kese.hcc@sbcglobal.net) or call (216-561-4800) the church office with your
information as soon as possible so that the name of your loved one can be included. Due to reduced work
hours we will need all names by noon on Wednesday, November 1st.
November 12

“What Is God’s?”

Matthew 22:15-22

November 19

“A New Commandment”

Matthew 22:34-46

November 26

Family Fourth Sunday

“In Between Time”

On the Road to Generosity
From our Moderator, Valencia McMillan...
This year’s stewardship campaign is a Journey to Generosity. "When we follow the way of Jesus, we
follow a path that leads to a generous way of life that derives from the generosity of God." (Ronald J.
Allen)
During this time of stewardship, we will ask you to consider your journey of faith and generosity—the
generosity of time, talent, money, and other resources.
This year's annual pledge campaign has begun. Your pledge will assist us in determining our
investment in the ministry and mission of Heights Christian Church for 2018.
Join us on November 19th, Commitment Sunday, with
your pledge cards and continue not only our own
journeys but the church’s journey together.

November 5

Family Fifth Sunday, October 29, 2017.

I am grateful. Grateful for a three month sabbatical this past summer, and grateful for
a wonderful congregation to come back to. Grateful for all the members and staff
who have stepped up in Kese’s absence, and grateful for all the work she’s done for
over 20 years (and will continue to do once she gets back). Grateful for recent warm,
sunny days, and even grateful for more recent cold, rainy ones. And I am most
especially grateful for all of the time, talent, and treasure that members and friends of
Heights Christian Church are willing to give so that we can continue to share God’s
message of love with the community and world.
In gratitude…

On Sunday, Oct. 22, several church youth got together to
bake cookies, make cards and added goodies for the care
boxes headed to the college students of our congregation.
We received this note from Aliyah Benson:
Hi Kate Gillooly,
Just wanted to say thank you for the cookies!! Also, thank
you for the card and stickers. Unfortunately, I cannot eat
the whole bag so my friends and I will be sharing them. I
appreciate all the prayers and blessings I have received from
my HCC family. I look forward to meeting you in person
during my Thanksgiving break.
Thank you,
Aliyah Benson

Florence Chase
Grace Loudenstein
Mehring family
Natalie Eichar
“Cas” Castleberry
Sidney Mallory, Jr.

BECAUSE YOU CARE
Illness - Surgery - Hospitalization
Liz Perdue
Paul/Shirley Hummel
Shirley Reading
Ratt Ford
Bob Schneider
Lisa Peabody
Patty Monroe
Henry Sharpley
Alma G. Jones
Nancy Wilson
Merle Passell
Peggy Yeager

Ray Everett
C.D./Lois Clark
Elizabeth Newman
Joe Feudi
Barbara Tolley
Kese Webb

DEATH
October 14—Joseph LaGuardia, husband of Bernadette LaGuardia, father, grandfather, and friend to all who
knew him.

All youth (ages 12-22) are invited to audition for our HCC production of Godspell: A
Musical Based Upon the Gospel According to St. Matthew!
Auditions take about 15 minutes each and will be held Tuesday, Nov. 7 (Election Day
- no school) from 2-4 p.m. and Wednesday, Nov. 8 from 6-8 pm.
Please be ready to read aloud, sing a song, and demonstrate your acting ability. No
experience required - everyone is welcome and encouraged to bring a friend. This
show uses comedy, improv, song, dance, pantomime, and symbolism to tell the story
of Jesus’ ministry and teachings. Being a part of this production will be unforgettable
and rewarding. Performances will be February 9-11, 2018. For more information,
contact Kate GIllooly 561-4800, ext.104 or katehcc@sbcglobal.net.
The Getaway is up and running! We are so pleased to be able to host this free afterschool drop-in center for Shaker youth! Open from 3-7 pm Monday through Friday in
our Fellowship Hall (lower level), the Getaway offers games, food, charging stations for
cell phones, video game equipment, and caring adult mentors. Students can stop by to
chat with friends, catch up on social media, and get a start on homework. The City of
Shaker Heights has done a wonderful job of hiring staff, ordering equipment, and
partnering with various community organizations to assess the needs and interests of
students and their families. Some more structured programming will be offered soon,
determined by the participants. Thank you to all HCC members who have worked,
prayed, and supported this program! Join us Friday, November 3 from 4-6 pm for an
Open House to show off the space and meet the staff.

Disciples of Christ Higher Education and Leadership Ministries
By Minister Michele Moreland

Did you know that the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) has the Higher Education and
Leadership Ministries (HELM)? Well, it does and it is an important Ministry to the Home
Missions of the Disciples. HELM works with the wider church and higher education partners
to develop and nurture Christian leaders who are transforming church, society and the world.
Alexander Campbell, one of the Founders of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) said
“Colleges and Churches go hand-in-hand in advancing Christian civilization.” From that
principle the Disciples of Christ founded 14 colleges and universities all over the United
States. HELM represents the legacy of these established institutions of higher education and
theological education by continuing to develop and strengthen faith, education, and
leadership in those, like me, called to serve God and the people of God as Pastors.
Every other year, HELM organizes the Seminarians Conference which brings students from Divinity Schools,
Seminaries and Theological Schools together with Ministry Leaders of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).
This year the Seminarians Conference was in Indianapolis, IN, Thursday, October 19 - Sunday October 22, 2017.
As your Assistant Minister and a recent seminary graduate, I was there and learned much from the new General
Minister and President, Dr. Teresa (Terri) Hord Owens, and Presidents and Directors of the General Ministries
and others serving us in the new administration.
HELM is funded by our offerings to the Disciples Mission Fund. In so doing, we benefit the colleges,
universities, seminaries, and Divinity Houses. These learning communities are extensions of the church and the
Campbell legacy, challenging students and seminarians to understand and respond to God’s Call. You can make
an extra gift to this ministry through HCC, similar to what we do for Week of Compassion, by noting HELM in the
memo line of your check or on your offering envelope. Blessings, Michele
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Gift card reminder
Thank you for supporting Heights Christian
Church through your gift card purchases. This
continues to be a nice income supplement.
As you think about the upcoming holiday season,
I hope you will remember to include regular and
special order cards in your giving plans.
We are striving to better manage our gift card
inventory. Cards that are not selling are sitting in
our safe and tying up our resources. They will be
moved to the Special Order category unless we get
a show of support.
The following are the cards we currently have
listed for elimination from our inventory:
Baker’s Square , Cracker Barrel, Dillard’s, Macy’s,
Outback Steakhouse, Target, Texas
Roadhouse, TGI Friday’s, Walgreens , Walmart.
You can show your support for these cards by
buying them. A swell of support and a demand
that requires we reorder the brand will help us
reconsider our plans.
Happy shopping and thanks for your support!

We welcomed poet John Fox of
the Institute for Poetic Medicine on
Oct. 6-7. Friday evening was a public
talk and mini-workshop and
Saturday was a day-long retreat to
explore “Poems of Witness:
Speaking the Truth, Going to the
Heart.”

Kate’s Cogitations ...
There is a concept in Congregational Development (and probably other fields as well) called “Traditioned
Innovation.” This concept suggests that we should build on the strengths of our past as we create new possibilities
for our future. So we don’t just change something for change’s sake. We adapt what we have been doing to better
fit with our current context and needs, without losing the essence of what has contributed so richly to our identity
and mission in past years. There are many ways this concept is already in play at HCC and some more ways it could
be implemented. One example is HCC’s long history of making ministry to children and youth a priority. From its
earliest days, it has employed Ministers of Education, hosted The Well and other groups of youth from the
community, etc. Now it houses both the Shaker Youth Center and The Getaway, the new drop-in center. These
programs build on the congregation’s commitment to youth and serve current needs in the community. What other
aspects of HCC’s legacy are important to carry forward? What current needs in the community call forth action from
us? How do YOU see HCC using traditioned innovation to respond to the world around us? I’d
love to hear your thoughts on this. Drop me a note or let’s meet for coffee and conversation.

