
Reaching Heights 

A Newsletter of Heights Christian Church 
VOLUME 27, NO. 9 April, 2017 

Fifth Sunday of Lent ~ April 2nd 

“Jesus Wept”  John 11:1-45 

Palm Sunday ~ April 9th  
Worship — 10:00 a.m. 

A service of celebration highlighted by a Palm Procession 
with HCC’s Children.  A reception will follow worship 

(Education Hour following the reception) 

Maundy Thursday ~ April 13th 

Dinner — 6:30 p.m. Service — 7:30 p.m. 

There will be a light supper before service.  Everyone is asked 
to bring a finger food.  Beverages will be provided. 

A service of water, bread, and a self-guided journey 
through the Stations of the Cross. 

Good Friday ~ April 14th  
7:30 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. 

The sanctuary will be available for communion 
and to walk the Stations of the Cross. 

Easter Egg Hunt 
(for children through Grade 3) 

Saturday, April 15th  ~ 11:00 a.m. — Rain or Shine 
Please call or email the church office to register by Monday, April 10th 

Easter Sunday ~ April 16th  
Worship — 10:00 a.m. 

The church will be full of new life as we joyfully celebrate 
the resurrection in song, word and prayer. 

 Following morning worship, we will gather in the Campbell Room 
to celebrate with the HCC family, friends and guests 

Everyone is asked to bring their favorite snack or appetizer to share 
 

 Holy Humor Sunday ~ April 23rd  Worship — 10:00 a.m. 

 Family Fifth Sunday ~ April 30th  Led by Kate Gillooly 

 

We invite You and Your Family to join us! 



… from your Prayer Ministry 
I’m sure we’ve all had a conversation about work ethic.  LeBron James, for example, has an outstanding 
work ethic.  He studies films of games, often when his teammates have gone off to celebrate a victory, or 
have gone for a beer to share each other’s disappointment after losing a close game. The person with a 
good work ethic always goes a little beyond what’s expected. When it comes to “growing spiritually”, or as 
key phrase in the season of Lent directs,  “becoming transformed”, we presume the same criteria applies:  
regular and frequent meditation, regular practice of Contemplative prayer, perhaps fasting or some other 
disciplined practice will guarantee our success!   

But the great mystics such as Teresa of Avila, Therese of Lisieux,  John of the Cross, and Francis of 
Assisi tell        us just the opposite is true. They tell us that we can’t even think about 
    desiring transformation without God’s invitation.  We can’t work for 
           transformation except by God’s grace drawing us into a transformed life.  We are 
called to surrender ourselves to God. God never refuses a “yes” to His invitation. But it’s sometimes so 
hard to think that what has given us success in other areas, just doesn’t work here.  So be comforted 
when you feel you’re not “making progress”.  Just double down on remembering that we will be trans-
formed when we admit we’re not in charge this time, and ask for the ability to listen and wait with confi-
dence that God is looking forward to leading you into your true self, transformed by His love and your sur-

render to that love.             ...until next time, let us pray for each other  

BECAUSE YOU CARE 
Illness—Surgery—Hospitalization 

Bobbi Phelps Sally Donald Liz Perdue  C.D./Lois Clark Elizabeth Newman 

Shirley Reading Joe Feudi Lisa Peabody Alma G. Jones “Cas” Castleberry 

Nancy Wilson JoAnn Brown Kate Backe Peggy Yeager Sidney Mallory, Jr 

Paul/Shirley Hummel           Bernadette LaGuardia  Joe/Barbara Tolley  

Death 

 March 15th Former member, Janice Rushin    

Lent is about half over and Holy Week is fast approaching.  I hope that you have  undertaken some kind 
of Lenten journey and have found something in our worship together or the many devotional materials 
available to deepen your spiritual life and bring you closer to God. 

This season of church life has been very active and that will continue at least into early June.  We just or-
ganized a great Circle of Peace Rally at Masjid Bilal mosque in Cleveland (kudos to all those involved in 
the planning and execution of the event).  The end of March will see the installation of new and much 
needed electrical panels (resulting in the shutdown of the building 3/29-31).  We are the community part-
ner for the film “Sacred” at CIFF and I am organizing an interfaith panel discussion after the Thursday, 
April 6

th
 screening (show time 5:45 pm).  Plans are moving forward to install a water line for our commu-

nity garden and our new Solar Panels will be installed sometime around mid-May.  So there will be much 
to celebrate at our annual meeting on June 6

th
. 

Unfortunately I will not be there to celebrate with you (though I will be there in spirit) as I will be starting 
my sabbatical on April 24

th
.  I am looking forward to that season of rest, renewal, refreshment, and study.  

I am very thankful for that opportunity and grateful for the leadership of Jane Troha, Val McMillan, Donita 
Singerman, a more than capable staff, and a bevy of wonderful preachers. 

So, as we head towards that glorious celebration of Christ’s resurrection may we all remember God’s de-
sire to draw us closer and God’s call to serve each other, the community, and the least of these. 



Moderator’s Musings 

It occurs to me that we are entering a month of spiritual extremes. Between the time 
this April newsletter arrives and the month ends, we Christians will have traveled 
through an intense spiritual journey. We start the month in the introspective, repentant 
mood of Lent. Coming very soon, however, we will be swept into the highs and lows of 
Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter. Can we even imagine any other week that can 
move us through so many conflicting feelings -- from rejoicing, through horror, despair, 
anger, deep grief and ultimate triumph and joy?  What a roller coaster! I pray your 

Lenten journey has been fulfilling and meaningful for you this year and that you will arrive at Easter re-
newed, refreshed and ready to continue your journey of faith. 
 
As a congregation, we will move from Lent and Easter into a busy springtime. Kate and I have already 
scheduled some experiments in getting us out of the church to join with God in our neighborhoods. Look 
for an article in this newsletter with details. Solar panels will be installed as evidence of our concern for 
God’s world and the preservation of its resources. Fellowship and fundraising activities will proceed and 
we will be facing the adventure of continuing our forward progress during the three month period of Pas-
tor Roger’s sabbatical. Wow! Another phase of our journey together! I trust that there will be something 
for everyone and many opportunities for spiritual growth and development in our post-Lenten journey, 
too. I count on meeting you on the path! 

 

Mission Team Report 
The Outreach Committee wishes to thank everyone who has contributed to the Family 
Promise "Move Out" bags. Committee Chair Andrena Sharp already has taken over a 
large tub of items you gave. These will help families leaving the shelter for new homes 
get started keeping house. Your donations continue to be needed and appreciated. A 
large tub in the church hallway near the office awaits them. The campaign will continue 
through June. 
 

Volunteers are needed April 30 to provide a meal for Family Promise residents at St Elizabeth Shelter.  
Four people are needed and will decide on the menu together. Contact the church office (216-561-4800) 
or Andrena (216-848-0108 or peristroik@aol.com). 
 
The Outreach Grants Committee has met and made two awards: $600 to God 
Before Guns (an anti violence group organized by our own Kris and David Eggert) 
and $400 to the Achievement Centers for Children.  These grants come out of the 
4% of our church's financial contributions that is dedicated to outreach. 55% of those 
funds go through the denomination and 45% is distributed as grants to community 
groups working in one of the church's areas of focus: children and youth, diversity, 
peace, education lifelong learning/ literacy, services for seniors, housing and access 
to health care. Preference is given to groups our members are already working with. 
An application for future grants is available on our website. 
 
Our gleaning jar continues to be available on the Campbell Room table following worship for 
your spare change.  Those coins weighing down your pocket or purse or gathering dust in a dish 
on the back of the kitchen counter can be put to work feeding hungry people in Shaker. 
Be sure to check out the Doing Justice page on the church's website (heightschristianchurch.org) 
to find events, organizations and opportunities to "act justly." 

And a shout out to the special team of people that put up and decorated the outreach board.  
It looks WONDERFUL!  Thank you!!! 

mailto:peristroik@aol.com
http://heightschristianchurch.org


… And Then There’s More News 

It is looking likely that HCC will be the site for a proposed new Teen Drop-In Center 
beginning Fall 2017. Members of City staff have partnered with leaders from the 
Shaker Library, Shaker Youth Center and MyCommunity, Shaker Schools, and other 
community groups to imagine together how to best meet the needs of youth in our 
city. Several planning meetings have taken place and Kate and Roger have been in-
vited as the group considers the best location. HCC was recommended because of 
our robust youth programming (otherwise known as our monthly Open Mic Nights). 

Alex Nichols, Recreation Department Director, has taken the lead and included start-up funds in her 
budget for the current year. 
 
On March 16 we hosted a Community Input Meeting with over 30 people (adults and teens) to solicit 
ideas for programs, activities, furniture, equipment, staff characteristics and even a name for the pro-
gram! After dozens of sheets of newsprint were filled with ideas, teens and adult “voted” with stickers for 
their top three choices in each area. All of this will serve to inform us as we get more detailed in our plan-
ning. Meanwhile we will continue to build momentum for the program by offering monthly events and ac-
tivities throughout the spring and summer and get ready to welcome the youth in the fall. What an oppor-
tunity for hospitality and mission as we partner with community leaders and respond to local needs!  

Joining God in the Neighborhood 

Are you ready for an adventure? As an outgrowth of the book study on Joining 
God, Remaking Church, Changing the World, by Alan Roxburgh, Kate and 
Jane are inviting you to join us in the neighborhood. We have planned a series 
of four walks to explore four different areas near HCC. Walk with us once or 
for as many times as you can. Each of our walks will end with a short period to 
complete an observation form and to pray. Plan on about one hour per walk.  
 
If you prefer to walk alone in your own neighborhood, grab an observation card and a copy of the dis-
cernment prayer from us and fill it in after you walk. We are eager to see you as we look for the places 
where God is already at work ahead of us in our neighborhood! 
 
Dates and times: 

 Wednesday, April 19
th

  6:15 – 7:15 p.m. Church neighborhood  
     (Meet at HCC—back in time for choir rehearsal) 

 Friday, April 21
st

   4:00 – 5:00 p.m. Fernway neighborhood (Meet at HCC) 

 Tuesday, April 25
th

  1:00 – 2:00 p.m. Library & commercial district 
     (Meet at Main Library parking lot) 

 Saturday, April 29
th

  10:00 – 11:00 a.m. Winslow & Lomond neighborhood (Meet at HCC) 

 
We will gather at HCC on Thursday, May 11 at 7:15 pm to share our observations and reflections from 
our various walks and to listen for the Spirit’s movement in our neighborhood. Everyone is welcome to 
join us for this brief debrief of our walking experiences.   

From the Hospitality Committee 

A big thank you to all who has contributed snacks during coffee hour. 

Please remember the sign up list for snacks in the Campbell Room near the kitchen.  



Updates From the Administration Committee and Buildings and Grounds 

The Buildings and Grounds Committee of HCC along with Mike Faust have been 
actively addressing a number of maintenance issues that have been determined to 
need attention through planned maintenance or due to emergency situations. The 
list below is a summary of some of the issues that have been addressed or will be 
addressed in the coming months to help make our church building more inviting, 
safe and efficient for our members, guests, visitors and tenants. As always it is 
through the generosity of the membership of this congregation, commitment of the 
staff and dedication of volunteers that these projects are able to be addressed and 
moved forward. 

 
The following is a summary of Jim Nicks, (Buildings and Grounds Committee Chair), report following their 
last meeting. 
 
 1.     Pre-school heat circulation pump has been replaced on an emergency basis by P.K.   
  Wadsworth.  The pump had broken and the pre-school had no heat.   
 
 2.     We have a proposal from Homestead Roofing for repair of an area of our red tile roof over  
  the sanctuary.  There is a hole in the sanctuary ceiling in this area and it leaks 
  during a storm.  Work to be completed soon. 
 
 3.     The vinyl stairway treads and landing floor of the Pre-school to 2

nd
 floor stairway are broken, and 

  coming loose.  Mike Faust will schedule to replace them this spring or summer. 
 
 4.     Mike Faust has been replacing our older florescent light fixtures with new LED fixtures as 
  funding is available.  This will continue as funding is available.  
 
 5  The Board has approved funds for replacement of (3) electrical subpanels.  
  These panels are obsolete and in poor condition.  The work is scheduled for the week of March 
  27 thru 31. 
 
 6. The Board has also approved installation of solar panels on the building flat roof. 
  Tentatively scheduled for mid May. 
 
 7. The tree near our building’s SE corner needs to be removed. Our committee approved cutting it 
  down and trimming back another tree on the NW corner of the sanctuary (which overhangs the 
  sanctuary roof leak area).   
 
 8. We have some open sections of drywall in the basement due to past plumbing work and 
  rainwater.  Mike Faust will make the repairs with assist from some members of the  Buildings 
  and Grounds Committee. The repair is targeted to be completed before April 29. 
 
 9. There will be a work day scheduled this spring, likely in May to get the exterior grounds in good 
  order. 
 
 10. CWF was generous in sponsoring the purchase of some much needed power equipment for  
  tending to the lawn and walkways. Mike and the committee are most grateful for the equipment. 



Reservations for Palms and Easter Flowers 

Forms will be available in the Sunday bulletins. 
Please complete and submit with your donation to the church office or email 

this information to kese,hcc@sbcglobal.net . 
Any dollar amount may be contributed toward Palms or Lilies for the chancel. 

Individual potted spring flowers are also available at $8 per 6’ inch pot. 

I (we) will contribute $_____ for Chancel Palms on Palm Sunday 

Name(s) ____________________________________________________________________________ 

In memory/honor of ____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

I (we) will contribute $_____ for Chancel Lilies on Easter Sunday 

Name(s) ____________________________________________________________________________ 

In memory/honor of ____________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please reserve: #____ Easter lily     #___ Tulip @ $8 each 

Name(s) ____________________________________________________________________________ 

In memory/honor of ____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Easter Egg Hunt 
  When: Saturday, April 15th    Time: 11:00 a.m.—12 Noon 

  Where: Heights Christian Church  Who:  Children through Grade 3 

Fourth graders and older are invited to help hide eggs at 10:30 a.m. 

and help the younger children find eggs at 11:00 a.m. 

Friends and family are welcome!! 

We’re egg-cited about having you join us! 

Registration is a must on or before Monday, April 10th  

Please notify the church Office by calling 216.561.4800 or email us at kese.hcc@sbcglobal.net 

Refreshments will be served 

~  This is a FREE Event  ~ 

Can you contribute eggs?  We’re invited the neighborhood and 

want to have plenty of plastic eggs filled with candy for the kids to find. 



Church Camps at Camp Christian 

Ribbit Camp:         Grades: 2, 3, 4 July 5-8  
For parents who want a shorter camp experience for their children 

You Pay $150 + HCC scholarship $60 = Total $210 

Otter Camp:           Grades: 3, 4, 5  June 18-24 

Chi Rho Camps: Grades: 6, 7, 8  June 4-10     July 9-15  July 23-29 

CYF Conference: Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 June 11-17     June 25-July 1 July 16-22 

Otter, Chi Rho & CYF Conference 
You Pay $265 + HCC scholarship $120 = Total $385 

EARLY BIRD RATE ONLY—IN THE CHURCH OFFICE BY APRIL 21ST 

The Children’s Education Committee is making scholarships available for all HCC families 

Registration Forms are available in the church office or you may go online at www.ccinoh.com  
All registration forms should be returned to the church. 
The church staff will mail all registration forms.    If additional financial assistance is needed for camp 
fees, a scholarship application is also available.  Please fill it out and submit it to the regional office. 

The GIANT Garage Sale—Saturday, May 6th  9am-3pm 

"All good things must come to an end" 

Our annual Giant Garage Sale will take place on Saturday May 6, 2017 for the 
LAST time. Go into your closest, garage and attic to find items to donate or sell. 
Remember: your junk might be someone else's treasure. Look for forms in our Sun-
day bulletins. Please sign up to purchase a table, to volunteer at the Country 
Kitchen, Tiffany Table, Admissions, Food Court, Church Table, and/or Furniture. 

Let's make this a fun-filled but profitable last hoorah for Heights Christian Church 

We are now taking reservations for tables @ $25.00 each.  Tell your friends to call the church office for a 
table at 216.561.4800.  And at Set-Up on Friday night from 5:00—9:00 p.m. We all have a great time buy-
ing each other's treasures. Questions? Call Andrena Jones Sharp at 216.848.0108 . 

If you would like to be a part of the sale, please fill out a slip in the Sunday bulletin or call the church office 
with the following information: 

 Name  ________________________________________________________ 

 Phone/cell _____________________ Email _____________________________   

 ___ Rent a table   ___ Country Kitchen       ___ Bake   ___ Price ___ Sell 

 ___ Donate to Tiffany Tables ___  Price/sell 

 ___ Furniture    ___ Van/Pick up ___ Price/Sell 

 ___ Thrift Shop   ___ Set up tables ___ Clean up after sale 

 ___ Food Court   ___ Take/fill orders 

 ___ Church Tables   ___ Price/Sell 



 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

 11:15 a.m. Coffee Fellowship 

 11:30 a.m. Education Hour 

(Nursery & Preschool care provided) 

STAFF 

Minister                                                 Rev. Roger D. Osgood 

Assistant Minister                                Min. Michele Moreland 

Minister of Outreach                    Rev. Joan Brown Campbell 

Director of Music                                     Ben Malkevitch 

Director of  Congregational Development         Kate Gillooly 

Office Administrator                                               Kese Webb 

Facilities Coordinator                                             Mike Faust 

Childcare                                            Rosie Scott 

OFFICERS 

Moderator                                                         Jane Troha 

Vice Moderator                                            Valencia McMillan       

Secretary                                            Grace Loudenstein 

Treasurer                                                 Mike Singerman       

Assistant Treasurers                        Neil Chase,  Jim Donald 

TELEPHONE: 216.561.4800 

EMAILS: 

     www.heightscc.org      roger.hcc@sbcglobal.net 

     kese.hcc@sbcglobal.net   katehcc@sbcglobal.net 

     musichcc@sbcglobal.net   mike.hcc@sbcglobal.net 

Posters and Pizza Night 


